Remarks 

AooUcants appreciate the comments provided in the office action mailed 
APP ™ P _ submi( ^ ^ Amendment ptesented 

Snppieml—onD—S— ^^^^^ 
reS pec*nly request acknow.edgemen. by the Exammer that references 

^ "a IT. 3 and 13 are objected to for the in— noted in the Office Acuo, 

Applicants nave sca ffold component 

scaffold component and the Nation ^ m ^ body includeS a 

support means for supporting the tissue scaiio 

means and anchor means in relationshm to the foam use P 

renders moo, the objections to the cUm. ^ ^ ^ ? 

rinims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.b.^. 

made to the foam tissue scatioia f 

, , ,.„,,„ ctanfv that the bioabsorbable polymer relates to inc 
amended clarm 7 to clanf y < ?io ^ paKn|aWe 

scaf fo,d component. ^>'™^ ^ mat me rej ec,ion thereof be 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph and respectruuy r C4 



withdrawn. 



Cairns 1-5, 7-11.13- 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gresser et al. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

Gresser disc.oses an ,n,erbody spina, fusion device for use as spacers in spn»l 
fixation (pp 8). The device may comprise a plurality of periphera. voids, or a centra vord 
space, which may be fined * a grafting materia, for facilitating bony development 

periosteum ce„s may be incorporated into a foam and placed mto the vo.d (pp.4). 

s howni»f,guresl A through5B,medevicemayb=ofvariousgeome«ncal 

conr,guranons.Inpar.icular,Figures4Aand4Bdepic.adeviceinfteshapeofa 

orthogonal to each Cher and to the screw axis, although the purpose for such holes , no, 
disclosed. A cylindrical hole 45 is provided coaxially with the axis. Again, the purpose 
of me hole is no. disclosed. Slots 46 and 48 serve to position and ream a tool for 
screwing the device into place. 

Lhcants respectfully submit that .he.n^ody^^ 
foam according to the spec.fica.ion, and thus cannot provide a foam tissue scaffo,d 
3onen, Nor is me fixation component, U.^hreadM^i^^ 
Ussue scaffold component Rather, the mreads form a par, of ure spacer dev.ce. 
Applicants respec«ful,y submit .hat Gresser fails ,o disclose or sugges, a msue scaffold 

partially encapsula,ed by ,he tissue scaffold component, whereby .he scaffold ,s fixedly 
part.al.yen p A , cordi „dy Applicants respectfuUy request that .he 

attached to the fixation component. Accordingly, npi> 

reiectionofclaimsl,3andl3overGresserbewimdrawn. JkM ,, ira „ 
Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mehcan 
etal US 2002/0120348. In view of the Amendment Applicants respec.ft.lly .raverse. 

' Applicants respectful., submit ma, Mehcan fails to disclose or sugges. a nssue 
scaffold imp,a„. comprising a foam .issue scaffold componen. and a fixation component 
l^eLioncomponen.comprtsesboma^^ 

m eans While Melican does disclose ma. fixation devices, e.g. su^uresorstaples may be 
Zyed „.m reinforced tissue implants disclose merein, AppUcan^^ 
,ha. such devices do not include a tissue scaffold support an^chorjneans. 



According.* Scants respectfu.ly submit that Melican fails ,o anticipate any of claims 
acco vv . t . ; „,w*<;tt<;C 1 02(e) be withdrawn. 

,.14 and respectfully request that the rejecon ,nder 35 U.S.C. 102( ) 

Claims 1-.4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. l-2(e) as bemg animated by Sherwood 
etal., US 6,454,811. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

Sherwood discloses composites for tissue regeneration made by usmg «bd free 
form processes. Materials used ,0 prepare me Sherwood devices must «» •-»*» 

Sherwood utilizes powders to form composites disclosed therem, no. foam. In fa* 
Sherwood is void of any reference* foanvor devices made from foam. Accortogiy, 



respectful* reouest that the rejection of data* .-14 under 35 U.S.C. .02 (e) be 



withdrawn. 



Based on aU of «he foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit ma. claims 1-14 are 
patentable and earnestly request a Notice of Allowance to that affect 

Respectfully submitted 
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